Contributors to these sessions were encouraged to submit manuscripts, based on their presentation, for publication in Developmental Immunology, subject to normal reviewing procedures. It is these papers that are now collected together in this special 'Rolduc' volume. Although it is difficult to reproduce in the written word the highly charged atmosphere of a stimulating scientific meeting, we hope that this volume will provide the reader with a more detailed presentation of the research work discussed while at the same time giving a little of the atmosphere enjoyed by the participants.
